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GuideStone 
reveals  new 
enrollment 
guidelines 

DALLAS  (BP)  -  GuideStone 
Financial  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  has  announced  new 
enrollment  guidelines  in 
which  churches  and  minis¬ 
tries  eligible  to  offer  Guide- 
Stone’s  medical  Personal 
Plans  will  be  able  to  add 
new  employees  and  their 
families  within  60  days 
of  employment,  effective 
July  J. 

For  the  first  half  of  2014, 
due  to  the  uncertainties 
in  the  health  care  market 
as  a  result  of  the  Afford¬ 
able  Care  Act,  GuideStone 
imposed  temporal?  guide¬ 
lines  that  limited  enroll¬ 
ment  to  participants  expe- 
•  riencing  federally-defined 
HIPAA  special  enrollment 
events  such  as  marriage, 
birth,  adoption,  or  loss 
of  coverage. 

Under  the  new  guide¬ 
lines,  new  employees  of 
an  eligible  Personal  Plan 
church  or  ministry  can  en¬ 
ter  the  health  plan  within 
60  days  of  employment 
or  HIPAA  special  enroll¬ 
ment  event.  Also,  church 
employees  who  began  their 
employment  between  Jan. 
1  and  July  1,  2014,  may  en¬ 
roll  themselves  and  eligible 
family  members  through 
Aug.  1. 

The  Affordable  Care  Act 
has  created  unprecedented 
changes  and  challenges  for 
all  health  plans,  includ¬ 
ing  church  health  plans,* 
GuideStone  President  O.S. 
Hawkins  said.  ‘GuideStone 
has  been  diligently  seeking 
legislative,  regulatory  and 
judicial  recognition  of  the 
unique  nature  and  needs  of 
church  plans,  with  the  con¬ 
tinued  goal  of  keeping  the 
plan  strong  and  stable. 

‘At  the  same  time,  Guide¬ 
Stone  continues  to  explore 
ways  of  providing  coverage 
to  new  enrollees  in  a  man¬ 
ner  consistent  with  that 
goal.  GuideStone  has  de¬ 
termined  that  this  change 
will  enable  us  to  balance 
ministry  objectives  with 
good  stewardship.' 

For  more  information, 
contact  GuideStone  toll- 
free  at  (M8)  984-8433. 


PASTOR  SAYS 


L.A.  pastor: 
homosexual 
activity  not 
always  sinful 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  A  Los 

Angeles-area  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  pastor  has  announced 
that  he  believes  homosex¬ 
ual  acts  are  not  always  sin¬ 
ful,  leading  to  a  split  in  his 
church  and  leaving  some 
Southern  Baptists  wonder¬ 
ing  whether  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
wifi  withdraw  fellowship 
from  the  congregation. 

‘I  recently  revealed  to  the 
elders  that  I  have  changed 
my  stance  on  homosexual¬ 
ity,'  Danny  Cortez,  pastor 
of  New  Heart  Community 
Church  said  in  a  Feb.  9  ser¬ 
mon  posted  on  YouTube. 
The  sermon  gained  national 
attention  through  a  blog  post 
at  patheoa.com  on  May  29, 
and  a  blog  post  by  Southern 


OPENING  SOON  —  Jonathan  Tucker,  pastor  of  New  Birth  Community  Church  in  New  Albany, 
inspects  ongoing  construction  work  In  whet  will  soon  be  the  sanctuary  of  the  church.  The 
building,  at  times  a  ahltt  and  furniture  manufacturing  facility,  was  recently  purchased  by  the 
church  and  is  slated  to  open  in  August  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


lo  bis  sermon,  Cortez 
argued  that  Romans  1  does 
not  condemn  all  homo¬ 
sexual  acts  but  only  those 
committed  in  a  spirit  of  vio¬ 
lence  or  unbridled  lust.  He 
said  modern  homosexual 
relationships  are  different 
from  the  grotesque  forms 
of  homosexuality  Paul 
was  referencing. 

Cortez  said  he  learned 
about  ancien 


services  at  12:30.  We  found  owned  three  quarters  of  a  city 
this  building  [the  current  facil-  block.  Because  of  building  codes 
ity]  and  discovered  that  Union  and  setback  requirements,  a  new 
County  Association  had  it‘  budding  wasn't  feasible.  Every  st- 

The  building  was  the  for-  tempt  failed.  The  church  brought 
. ,  mer  location  of  the  Clark  Street  in  architects  to  help  them  devd- 
dd  pro-  church  fo  New  Albany.  "After  qp  a  master  plan  wit  discovered 
h  Com-  gyg  months,  we  purchased  this  they  had  unbuildable  property 
to  own  building.  It  was  originally  a  mis-  ana  were  landlocked. 
to  sion  church  from  First  Church,  “Thai  God  gave  me  a  vision 
New  Albany,  back  in  the  70’s,  for  the  property  across  the  street, 

former  ^  Tucker  ‘It  was  run  down,  about  2006,"  Tucker  stated  ‘1 

imiufac-  but  we  came  in  and  fixed  it  up  knew  we  had  to  have  that  old 

t  factory  That’s  how  we  became  shirt  factory.  We  began  to  pray 

'•It861?1  linked  with  Union  County  As-  for  that  property.  It  had  been  a 
Tuam^  sociation.  Brother  Marvin  Cox  furniture  factory  when  we  first 
to  the  owner's  eventual  willing-  was  the  associations!  mission  moved  out  here,  and  that  dosed 
ness  to  sell  and  lets  of  sweat  eq-  director  (AMD)  at  the  time.  We  after  or  eight  months.  Then  it 
uity  from  church  members  and  didn’t  become  a  part  of  the  as-  became  a  flea  market  for  a  whOe, 
sister  churches  in  the  local  Bap-  sociation  right  then,  but  I  stayed  and  a  furniture  factory  again  ” 
list  association,  that  vision  is  on  personally  connected  Then  The  old  factory  was  owned  by 
track  to  becoming  a  reality  when  Brother  Charles  Rogers  Larry  Roberts.  Tucker  and  Rob- 

Tucker  is  the  founding  pus-  became  the  AMD,  we  continued  ^  discusaed  the  possibility  of 
tor  of  New  Birth  Church,  which  that  relationship  and  ultimately  a  purchase  for  some  time  after 
began  in  2003. 1  was  previously  joining  the  association.’  the  furniture  factory  closed  Be- 

pastoring  in  Pontotoc  for  about  When  Tucker  started  the  fo-Tuckernroceededthearchi- 

six  years,  and  then  the  Lord  gave  church,  h  had  35  members.  Now  tects  devefopedanother  master 
me  a  vision  for  this  area.  the  church  has  over  300  mem-  when  approached  Roberts 

*We  started  out  in  a  church  hers.  With  that  growth  has  come  fT:  '—.a,  to  s3  and  New  Birth 

in  Ingomar,  the  Church  of  thechaUengeofspace.  At  first,  the  ______ - 

Acts.  They  would  have  service  congregation  considered  build-  •••  obowth  on  p.  10 


By  Tony  Martin 
Associate  Editor 


to  noon,  and  we  d  s*srt  our  ing  a  new  facility  because  they 
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•inery-nine 
percent 
\  of  the 
Christians 
have  left 
Mosul." 


Rrkuk  Evangelical  Church,  con-  ca^totionb?S.lwISdr*an®de'  «*ke  time.  ISIS  has  con¬ 

firmed  thereport  "Ninety  nine  The  Israel  newspaner  Haan*i  ^“^P^trfRamadi,  thecapitii 
percent  ofthe  Christians  have  left  renorted  in  <rf  Sunni  Muslim  Anbar  province. 

Mosul/ he  told  World  Magazine  hfi  5^  80(1  much  of  Faflujah  for  thepast 

June  10.  ^  thea.mJ^Sf'  ^  3)1  months  When  the  army  does 

TJ*  region’s  Cathodes  have  theiX^SudtooSiwH  s}100Eed  “  re¥*rsin« 

beetT  under  pressure  for  some  dinars'  -  about  $soo  Mosul,  it  may  he 

toe,  according  to  Catholic  News  In additio^to SS'J^far.  ***  Owstana.  Once 
Service.  The  agency  quoted  an  Dracti<»fTiri«»i«ni^?fki2f!j  *?  fiddle  Eastern  Christians  flee  to 
ir-jQ^icS^  himself  cfoore!  Raqqa*^^  ^eWegt.  they  don’t  return,'  wrote 

antyas  Danny,  who  sad  Chris-  told  to  foflow  n  other  diSrtriZf*  a  human  rights  attorney  and 

tiansTiave  been  the  objects  of  kid-  ordertok^d^Z^JT  ^mer  duwetor j0f  the  Center  for 
napping,  torture  and  killing  by  ex-  their  MiSto!  meX^Tn^  fc***™*  freedom  at  Freedom 
henusts,  hoping  to  extort  money  those  directives,  ^M^N<^I°rka*y,theold' 

from  us  or  to  force  us  to  convert  to  prohibited  tom  hmuw,  ^  “TiS?*811  "^tx  group  in  the  US. 
Islam,  for  several  months. '  sanctuaries  or  18  *  profound  devebp- 

Father  KhaKl  Jaar.  who  is  re-  damawdto  to,  "T??*  J"*8  ment  for  the  duistian  diurchTtf 
sponsible  for  aiding  Chiton  ^  has  had  a  tw^W 

refugees  who  hawTnsached  Am  ing ^  presence  there.  But 

man,  Jordan,  told  Catholic  News  posed  to  HR  have  long-term  national- 

Semce  that  ISIS  forces  have  TV  ^'■reptemon,  for  ^  West 


SSSSS^  sHEttraraaK 
Sgteswss? 

a  senous  misSfouktioJXt  l^s 

33B3-.& * 

-sed  al-Zawahin  to  j£,EL  to^ 

|^jg?rc£  ssptSaa?® 

ent,  more  virulent,  more  anti-  tematic  cleansing  nT rwL. S? 
encan'  than  other  potential  th™ 

rX  S  „f  r  If  ISIS  gains  the  upper  hand 

hatred  of  Jews,  in  the  bathe,  Abraham  Mid  the 

L^Wto^d  m SS  w?rld. ran  expect  to  see  more  of 

l  .  to  he  accompanied  what  it  saw  June  is  when  ISIS 

5S2£*£  ;»*?££“ 

tefefi’T? 

5“*’  Stu'  Christians  will  he  slaughtered 
Muslims  with  whom  Sunnis  n  thk  hattu  -  akmk _ ^ 
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Weddings  are  some  of  the  most 
stress  611ed  experiences  in 
life.  Everybody  is  uptight 
2?"*  everything  to 
»>e  perfect.  Tie  bnde  who  is  so  ner- 

■’  ™“iJLat,ihil!gs  “ay  not  perfectly. 

'  ^°pI*  ?ho  may  ^  kinfolk  or  just 

observers  who  wonder  why  is  she  mar¬ 
rying  him  or  why  is  he  marrying  her 
i,,”!  are  they  getting  married.  The 
,Phb.  :^apher  who  » trying  to  corral  all 
^nous  groups  in  order  to  get  the 
picture  so  that  he  might  have  a 
^e  mus,cia"s  "hoare 
their  >1  the  pro- 
£"“■  Tbemimster,  v-£o  if  he’s  never 


One  last  thing  that  is  implied 
when  you  say  I  do,  though  sel¬ 
dom  talked  about,  is  that  your 
love  and  commitment  is  uncon- 


/fym  ysX/L, *  kM/m  ditional.  We  live  in  a  world  that 
Ay;///7 l/l  (7  M H  pe0pL‘Lare  constantly  confronted  with 
/t'  Jr  everything  about  them  is  conditional 

—  Vou  can  keep  your  job  if  you  do  this  I 

-  executive  director-trB««^^V^^B  understand.  You  can  get  a  good  grade 

list  Convention  Rnarrf  !k  schp°l  >f  you  do  this.  I  understand 

on  aoar“  ■  ..  ,hat  '  °,u  can  succeed  in  athletics  if 

-  '  4^JI3I  :VnHfd°tbh,S'  G°tCra  BlJt  somewhere 

m  ll,e  there  are  a  few  places  where 

there  is  a  commitment  that  is  so  deep 
Vn  11  80  meanln8fyl.so  strong,  that  it  over- 

i  ou  Mean  scs&csfetts* 

Said  “I  Do”? 

^U1U)  A  LrU  i  that  you  can  find  that  kind  of  stan- 
.  , .  ,  dardand  expression  that  would  even 

er,  told  of  two  different  accounts.  One  astan5“rd  for  you  to  look  at  is  in  a 

a  man  whose  war  wounds  were  obvi-  relational)  ip  with  the  living  God  who 

foSSkT?  *°tng  to  be  fully  restored  to  u  k>ves  y°u  in  spite  of  the 

beahh-bu*  early  one  morning,  before  that  J**k*"«s  every  thought  that 

all  the  hospital  activity  actually  got  un-  ever  5?.d’  ever>  wrongdoing  that 

?ne™?y-  k  y0U?g  woman  made  her  way  y°^vne,rd,d’  «*gT  thing  you  ever  said, 
into  the  bay  where  a  number  of  hospi-  £^*2  pla“  you  ve  ever  been,  every  sin 
taJ  beds  were,  and  quietly  she  walked  yo,^r  l,fe.  and  He  says  to  you  and 

over  tothe  one  where  her  husband  was  I  °0?/ou:  He  Provided  for  our 
asleep,  probably  under  slight  sedation  rmL  n^*u- 1IVeni  Nailed  them  to  the 
f «  k  Problems.  Quietly,  she  slipped  on  H,*Sorl.  Jesus,  and  He  says 

off  her  wedding  ring  and  laid  it  beside  L!^  Now  when  a  child  of  God 

his  pillow  and  she  left.  Now  the  future  “S?  a  TT?ale  relationship 

for  him  was  to  be  alone.  The  restore-  l”4*!  anotber  child  of  God  and  they 
bon  that  he  sought  would  be  helped  “y  ,£aach  ‘’‘be/.1  love  you,  not  I  love 
along  by  hospital  personnel  but  not  by  Jf  °LI,,0Ve  y°u  when  you  or 

an  encouraging  companion.  When  he*  d  youare.  I  just  ove  you  and  my  love 
would  awake,  any  dreams  that  re-  unconditional. 

mained  in  his  life  would  be  shattered  *°at  example  set  by  Jesus  to  us  is 

By  con1  rest  that  same  chaplain  told  *  “?*  we  ,are  to  set  to  each 

gjz  iiaa&iSsiijr  “» **  jE-ts  sssisss 

■>H  i  i  ill'll  n 

ISHSsww. 

_ „ 

hM'.’Sf  made'  Sure,  therewere  more, realities  to  it  butjuS  to 


:°"r a  ■ “‘“eir  part  in  the  pro- 

-  What  Did 

SlgggSjp®'  When  You; 

:SSSSssP^a:  “-yr£i '{EBB 

.  Soiurtimes^^commitamits  are  SShS  ^ 

phK,.Sdear-o,hmiSiSter?VeS‘bem  oTtheSt5ffeSeaSOnSOftheyear 

might  make a  SS?”  it  a*y  “*  d°” 

SSteSH!?"'  £*^sk£3“ 

^“y-Ido,-  what  did  you  me^Tif  JSSfaJwiKiS*  ,hi?g  il  “  to 

truth  be  known,  veiy  few  people  wen  l?ves  each  other  and 

remember  the  whirlwind  e>rorieS£  of  commitment,  and 


'yousMfeteSdy^' 

"h-n  you  said,  “I  do”?  There 


ore  realities  to  it  but  jus.  _ 
them  and^  ™  freshenir^*crf  ou^ela- 

*’nn^,P  wth  the  Lord  and  each  other 

sayssdsgr*-*- 


journey  of  life! 


College  News 


A  group  from  WILLIAM 

*HY’S  Baptist  Student 

an  18-day  mission  trip 

group  is  partnering  wit 

Board  (IMB)  as  eg.-  ' 

^.StudenTv^n^^ 

u.s.  will  minister  to  ii 
and  orphanages,  as  v 
FIFA  World  Cup  June 
group  will  have 


CAREY  UNfVER- 

Union  left  on  June  13  for 
to  Brazil.  While  ^  ^ 

new  ^  *ntofn»tional  Mission 

part  of  The  Cross  at  tiie  Cud” 

nt  wnii  from  all  over  the 

vvell  as  those  in  Brazil  for  the 
1 12  -  July  13.  The  WCU  BSU 

of  foe  WcuV mS^, 

via;  Brooke  Morgan  of ^3**  ^ 
of  HsMeaburg;Tim  Glaze,  director  of  BSU-  Jar 


other  College  News: 
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Six  motions 


BALTIMORE  (BP)  -  Messen- 
?"s,ProJ>°**d  «7  motions  dur- 
mg  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  (SBC)  annua]  meeting 
■JP*  in  Baltimore,  six 
^<4«ICht_Were  jetted  to  SBC 
en2?es  consideration 
Tlie  only  motion  acted  on 
P*  the  convention,  adopted 
oy  unanimous  consent,  chal¬ 
lenged  churches  to  'pray  pas¬ 
sionately  and  regularly  for 

persecuted  Christi!ns.”y 

Two  motions  were  re- 

t0  th*  six  Southern 
Baptist  semin — 

■  that  fees 


associated  with  the  gre^r  XtiTnta 


The  resolution  on 
der  identity  came  in 
to  recent  gains  in  st 
latures,  the  federal 


Convention  (SBC)  for  the  first 
time  adopted  a  resolution  on 
transgender  identity,  while  re- 
turnmg^  to  other  issues  such  as 
F™  rights,  gambling,  and  world 
hunger  for  farther  statements. 

All  nine  resolutions  offered 
June  10  at  the  SBCs  2014  an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  Baltimore  gained 

approval  by  unanimous  or  over¬ 
whelming  votes.  The  - -mi  u 
ger*'  actions  in  about  30  minutes 
meant  a  second  report  scheduled 
for  June  11  was  not  needed.  Qa 


tWAfB **> 


lender  iden- 
V  biological 
e’a  self-per¬ 
iod  love  for 
and  invited 


t-— — iiiuuicuu  siew 
,  "ri*nip  instruction  and  akiUi 
£££}«**  P~Pk  inside  and 
outside  their  congregations. 

. M  jb^finned^the  suffidencv 
o»  biblical  revelation  over  subjec¬ 
tive  experientirj  explanations  to 
gmde  one  s  understanding  of  the 
truth  about  heaven  and  hdr  in  an 

apparent  response  to  the  recently 
released  movie.  Heaven  Is  for 
Real,  and  similar  books  and  films. 

■  Encouraged  Southern 
B»P<ists  to  back  the  creation  of 
Christ-centered  elementary  and 
secondary  schools  and  Christian 
homeschooling  systems,  sup- 
ported  those  who  follow  Gods 
direction  by  taking  part  in  public 
schools,  and  urged  policies  that 
maximize  parental  choice." 

■  Affirmed  “the  calling  of  pas¬ 
tors  who  revitalize  churches  as 
needful  as  the  calling  of  pastors  to 
plant  churches." 

■  Thanked  God  and  all 
those  who  helped  with  this 
years  meeting. 


the  law  offices  of 
William  B.  Howell,  Ltd. 

MAK1  things  snau  KM  YOU*  family 
MINIMIZE  COSTS  AND  EXPENSES 
EUk"*ATI  UNNECESSARY  DELAYS 
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w*nt  'o^SJn'd1 4.72'  "**  18  profeMiont 

ssm  sssssr  ^^ssssaa  «yr  ssss 


with  pizza  and  v"rt£fH5JHi*UO:  JUn*  9  ~ 13'  with  commencament  June  15;  Friday  fun  day 
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”*  tic  ui  /it  e  tool  off*  i  td  to  ntS  chut  then 
by  ynu,  ms  Baptist  Content,  Board  — 


Revivals  & 


Just  for  the  Record 


The  children 

of  CONCORD 
CHURCH, 
BENTON- 
TIPPAH  AS¬ 
SOCIATION, 


program  for 
homecoming 
and  Mother's 


Hergett  end 
Heather  Led¬ 
better,  direc¬ 
tor*;  Robert  E. 
Walker,  pastor. 


r-  6-  9  with  the  revival  team  from 
tege.  Shown  are  Luka  Pamer,  Derek  Hunter 
and  pastor  Robert  E.  Walker. 

Association.-  Revival,  June  28 


BESsr-** 

Andrew  Chasteen, 

noon 

Pat  and  Roy  Doughty,  music;  Carroll  Wal’  jst,  pastor****™1 


front  Isaiah 
Melton,  from 


Ranch,  Macon. 


THROUGH  BIBLE 


SUNFLOWEh 
CHURCH,  SUN¬ 
FLOWER,  sent 

eight  members  or 
a  nine  day  mis¬ 
sion  trip  to  Red 
Lodge,  Montana, 
to  assist  in  build¬ 
ing  s  mission 
hub  for  Legacy  of 
Faith  Ministries 
snd  apartment  to 
house  temporary 
relocating  mis¬ 
sionaries.  Elbert  • 
McKnight,  pastor.  •; 
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Staff  Changes 


BiB-L*  iOCiPH^  Jf- 


NYLD  AQRX  ZLATA  TDNK  NYLV,  R  CRBB 
QAW  IKT  KDL  NYRDP;  RA  RN  BQCSTB 
KD'NYL  AQEEQNY  XQIA  NK  XK  PKKX, 
KF  NK  XK  LGRB?  NK  AQGL  BRSL,  KF  NK 


XLANFKI  RN? 

CENTER  RIDGE  CHURCH,  CARMICHAEL 

COMMUNITY,  QUITMAN,  has  called  Mark  Carney  BTWL  ARH:  DRDL 
HI-  POINTS  CHURCH.  RAYMOND  a.  pastor.  He  is  shown  with  his  wife  Tammy.  # 

has  called  David  Watts  as  minister  of  Clue:  Y  =  H 

music  associate  are 

pastor  jerry  File  and  Watts  Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl- 

edge  A  King  lames  Version  Bible  uerse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  Umlx  s 
puzzle:  John  5:36 

•  By  Chari..  Marx  1*31-1004.©  1005 

* 


Truth  is  not  relative. 


Find  it  in  thr  Onv  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simplv  share  the  following  p raver  with  (.ml 
■**  in  vnur  own  words: 

I.  Lord;. I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

>.  I  want  forgiveness  tor  my  sins 
-  mil  ir<  1l.n1>  irnm  eternal  dea^s^liepenl.i 
t  I  believe  lesns  died  and  Vose  irTim  the 
grave  to  forgive  mv  sin^md  to  restore 
'  Ar  my  relationship  with  you. 

it  believe  in  lesus.) 
4.  By  faith,  I  invite  |esus  t  hrisl  into  mv  life. 

— _  From  ifps  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 

■with  Him.  (I  receive  C  hrisl  as  mv  Savior  and  ford. I 
Blit  as  mans-  as  received  him.  In  them  he  gave  the  right  In  become  < hildrvn  of 
Cod,  even  lu.fhose  iv/10  he/feve  in  his  name."  i/ohn  1:1  Ji 
li  vnu  make  a  drcivion  for  Christ  loilav,  tonl.ut  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

for  spiritual  guiitam  1 


Submission  Guidelines  fc 


GOODWATER  CHURCH.  MAGEE,  has  called 
Michael  Giles  as  pastor  effective  June  29.  He  is  shown 
with  his  wife  Ellen  and  sons  Clayton  and  Creston. 

Clarification  J 

MACEDONIA  CHURCH,  LEE  COUN  Qn  five  the  June  m  issue  of  The  Baptist 

TY,  has  called  Dexter  Griggs  as  music 

director,  effective  May  18  He  is  shown  t»ry  wan  inadvertently  omitted.  The  author  is  B»rd 
wi.h  his  wife  Caroline,  who  plays  or-  Jonnston.  The  Baptist  Record  regrets  the  error. 


gan  and  piano. Terry  Faulkner,  pastor 


mtAi U 

Hrri-f  IT.- 


and/or  photographs  depicting  benefit*  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  wilt  not  ba  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  mey  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  email  addresa  below,  and  must  be  included  m  the 
message  segment  of  an  ema«  form.  Secondary  method:  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch  paper 
and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  articles 
writ  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Due  to  everpresent  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  w»  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  m  JPEG  format  are  permissWe. 

please  make  articles  concise  Include  the  wficv  whtt,  when, 
where  detrfs  of  die  saxy.  along  with  s  contact  person's 


attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Herd  copy  photographs  marled 
through  the  poetal  service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  dear.  sharp.  »nd  wsiHighted.  Photographs  must  depict 
people  No  landscape-.  bvBdtng-.  or  objecvonty  photographs 
wW  be  printed  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
■nn  objectionable  doihing  wW  not  be  published  Cell  phone 
holographs  and  other  low  reeoMxm  items  that  do  not 
«  seduce  well  on  newsprint  are  generally  not  pubikhoble. 

There  te  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
will  be  publisher ,  and  unsolicited  material  will  not  be 
acknowledged  returned.  All  news  hem.  are  subjwato 
editing,  and  all  photographs  are  subject  10  cropping  Nswa 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  on.y 
Oeedkne  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
ouMcation  date  ArtWee  that  ere  not  dateeenaibve  w«  be 
on  a  **c~v»iabl.  b««.  Tlwse  gukNknw  are 
not  meant  so  be  s«haut*ive. 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PO  frx  530.  Jackson. 
MS  39206-0630  FAX  (600  292-3330.  Email:  bepbstracotd# 
mbeborg. 
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Arrington  Michael  Wilson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Siam 
Jerry  W.  Wilson 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Larry  A.  Cooley 
Mary  Prances  Wilaoo 


John  ft  Laura  Beth  Ferguson 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Jeep  V.  Heims 
Mm  Susan  Fitzgerald 
Mrs.  Nell  P  Woods  ft  Family 
Mn.  Mildred  Harrington 
The  Gowan  EDia  Family 
Jeranfoh,  Kirldyn  ft  Kristen  Kay 
Mr  ft  Mra.  JmyV.  Hehna 
Mia.  Martha  Ann  Dana 
Mra.  Dee  T  Hyland 
Ms.  Camille  W  Atwood 
Julian  ft  Rebecca  Lofton 
EdftPam  Spiers 
Mra.  Dot  Whitten 
Mra.  Francea  Creel 


Heath  ft  Susan  Lynch 
Mra  Joan  Sparks 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Ralph  L  Carrol) 
Mr.  Joe  Spain 

Mra.  Joe  D.  Unbelts 
Mr.  David  Spruill 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Johnny  Stewart 
Holcomb  BC 
Mr.  Samuel  Stockett 
Mr  ftMrs.lt  Miller  Retd 

John  William  ft  Annie  Lnuiee 
Tamer 

The  Tarver  Foundation 
Mr  Jim  Taylor 

Rodger  ft  Vann  Wilhami 
Mra.  Syble  Throat  Taylor 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  Dew 
Fay  Toler 

BUI  Ander’s  SSC,  Galilee  FBC 
Galilee  FBC 
Galilee  FBC  W.M.U 
Mr  GeneTriggs 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  1.  Carroll 
Rev.  ft  Mra.  R.  L  Sigraat 

Jeanne  Turner 

Jaada  ft  Merrie  Comer 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Harold  Turner 
Ms  Janice  G  Fickle 
Wanda  Jeanne  Tamer 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Steve  File 
Marv  Vrneoo 
Mr.  ft  Mra  ILL.  Barham 
Joaephiae  VoweB 
Warreo  ft  Carolya  Satterfield 
D.  FWalker  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mra  Gene  Fortenberry 
Mn  Audrey  WaPey 
Ms  Charlotte  K.  Moore 
Nancy  Ward 

Warma  ft  Carolyn  SanaMd 
Mr  Rick  Weaver 
Mr.  ft  Mra  David  Doae 
Mra.  datice  Whitehead 
Cletoa  ft  Janice  Goia 


Mr  Willard  Randolph 
Tom  ft  Judy  Woodward 
Jeanette  Rankin 
Mra  Betty  A  Templeton 
Mrs.  Ouida  Retrhna 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Jim  Smiley 
Wiley  Reid 

Mr.  ft  Mra  BiU  Newsom 
Sammy  Roberts 
Me.OraceM.AcMe 
Dr.  Foy*  Frances  Rogers 
Mr.  Randy  F.  Rogers 
Mm.  Earline  Rogers 
Live  Oaks  Ladies  Coif  Aaaoc. 
Julia  Earline  Rogers 

Mr  kMmJtrddW  Matheny 
Robert  Scott 

Mr.  ft  Mra  Ron  K.  Phillips 
Lnvtm  Scarlock 
Crystal  Springs  Floral  dab 
Mr  Olivet  Sidas 
Mis  Glenda  C.  Fly 
Mra  Kriaten  Siaco 
Couphe  HI  SSC  Arlington  BC 
Mra  Ena  Smiley 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Malcolm  Smiley 
Deants  Smith 
CascillaBC 
Janet  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  R.  Saaaar 
Judge  Mike  Smith 
Mr  ft  Mm.  Thomas  W.  Brock 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Res  Cowart 
Tywnnne  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Larry  R.  Seeaer 
Grahame  Brooke  Snider 
Ms.  Deborah  Y  Snider 
Rev.  David  Snowden 


Wilde  Mae  Cole  Bollock 
Mr  ft  Mra  Ray  V.  Bosh 
Mrs.  Norms  Byrd 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Curie  A  Buchanan 
Beatrice  Caldwell 
Jttn  moss  raoiuy 
Mra  Norma  V  CaldweD 


Mr  ft  Mra  Tony  Bond 
Mrs.  Helen  Canary 
M.  R-  (Sonny)  ft  Margaret 
Newton 

Marge  Flynt  doer 
The  George  T.  Flynt  Family 
RhudyCote 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Ray  V  Bush 
Billy  Copeland 
Mra  Ruby  Fountain 
Scott  Corey 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charlie  Morgan 
Ma.  Otrila  Covington 
Mr  .  ft  Mra  Mark  Smith 
Lanoe  Cowart 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Raa  Cowart 
Jill  ft  Caaey  Childress 
Walter  Joe  (Dab)  Claft 
Ms.  BirtieM  Kennedy 
Mra  Jenni  Cumhna 
Jimmy  c  doquk  rtouingswon 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Cmtie  A  Buchanan 
Jenni  C.  Cumber 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Jimmy  Bruton 
Mr  Charles  W.  Hoiroea 
Jerry  Derby 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Ternary  Marshall 
Ms.  Carol  Davidaon 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Merit  Smith 
J.  R.  Dudley  Jr. 

Mra  Denies  D.  Roberts 
Kerry  England 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  George  R.  Faulk 
Rev.  Terry  Wills 
Mra  Needs  Fisher 

Mr  ft  Mra  James  A  Alford 
Me.  Sue  M.  Moors 
HVBC 


Ttrry  lions  dub 

ra - n  as - 

nowQi  nil  i  in 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gene  Fortenberry 
Ficyde  Herrington 

Mr.  ft  Mra  J.  W.  Calender,  Jr. 
waltem  Herrington 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gerald  Stanford 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jamee  C.  Bream  Jr. 
Mr  Dwtgbt  Reid  Hilton 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Jimmy  B.  Camrth 
Margie  HoOend 
Mra  Laurel  Tiavie 
Margie  Horn 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Don  Ferry 
W.J.  ft  Leone  Howard 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Mldtee)  Davis 
Ionise  Howell 

Mr  .  ft  Mm  Junes  M.  Prewitt 
Tromas  (Red)  Hudson 
Me.  CuoieH.  Tyrone 
homse  Hutson 


Mrs.  Linde  C.  HoUmen 
Mr.  Alvin  Newell 
Da.  ft  Mra  B.  Thomas  Jeficoat 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Janies  E.  Dixon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  LE.  Griffin 
Mra  Mary  V.  Norwood 
Shuqualak  BC 


Rick  ft  Melinda  Young 
J.V.  ft  Mary  K.  Parker 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Iflchad  W.  Parker 
BUI  Payne 

Mr.  ft  Mra  Jack  drurchwell 
Mrs.  Rebecca  (Becky)  Pritchard 


Mr.  ft  Mrs  Kenneth  G. 
Walker 

pa.  Ginger  Miles 


Mra  Reha  Irvin 
Mr.  fcMraW.  M.  McEhoy 
IJr  John  Jacobs 
Mra  Marjorie  M.  Carter 
Mra  Ann  O.  Jeffcoats 
Mr.  darence  M.  Shannon 
Hasle  M  Danlela  ft  Family 
Mra  Lenthie  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Cimia  A  Buchanan 
Mra  Ruth  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  Knight 
Daniel  Jones 
Ms.  Carole  H.  Tyrone 
Mra  Fran  Jones 
Mr.  ft  Mra  B.  R.  Taylor 
Mra  Paul  (JoAnn)  Jones 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Jimmy  Bruton 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Terry  E.  Champion 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Jim  Brents 
JoAanKHkbrew 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Ronnie  Fostmbeny 
Mrs  Colleen  Ruhn 
Mr  .  ft  Mra  Curtis  A 
DoBy 

Mra  Gtoria  McAlpts 


Mr.  W.  S.  Heston 
Anns  Mae  Pell 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Mra  Rose  Prances  Fettey 
Mra  Helen  Brown 
Danny  Polk 

Mr.  ft  Mm.  Charles  Blackburn 
Ricki  Prewitt 
Mr.  Wade  McGlothin 
Kethlynn  Rainwater 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Maggie  Reed 

Mr.  ft  Mra  Gerald  Stanford 
Christopher  Rives 
Mm  Nancy  W  .Wflbanka 
dara  dark  Roach 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Don  P.  Sherwood 
Prank  Robinson 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Anhry  L  Hays 
Richard  Rogers 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Sam  W.  Rosso 
Ann  Rowland 

Mm.  Shells  Huffman 
Ann  Rowien 

Mr  ft  Mm  George  St  Paulk 


Mr  ft  Mrs 
Sadie  ft  BOy  French 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Benny  O.  Plant* 

W.  L.  Friday 
Mr  .  ft  Mra.  Ken  Morgan 
Rebecca  Leake  Brehm  Gedchs 
Mra  KeBy  Bell 
Sharon  ft  Dick  Delawdtr  ft 


Rath  ft  Royce  Kraft  ft  Family 
Lse  ft  Karen  Gu  tter  ft  Family 
Aubrey  Gamer 
Mr  ft  Mra  BOy  It  Haven) 

Mr.  J.W.Gary 
Dr.  ft  Mra  John  W.  BowBn 
Doug  Gerald 

Aduk  7  SSC,  FBC  McComb 
Herbert  (Dung)  Gerald 
Mrs.  Betty  Jo  Hewitt 
Taytor  Joubett  Gicebrecbt 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Don  P.  Sherwood 
Mra  Margaret  WiBiema 
Mm  Frame  Morgan  Gillie 
Jerry  ft  Prances  Morgan 
Morgan  Chapel  BCW.M.U. 
Mn.  Chnriotte  When  ft 
Family 

Ms  Sara  W  Jackson  ft  Family 
Tlmaiy  ft  Lfode  Shew 
Me.  LindaS.  Jackson 
Zola  Glaze 

Mm  Juries  Findley 
Btoik  Grimeley 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Gene  D.  Seuder 
Bill  Halford  Sr 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Percy  J.  Feeler 
Mrs  Martha  Haney 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Anthony  S.  Kay 
0.  ft.  Harden 

Mra  InezT.  McCain  ft  Family 
VersHsrpole 
Jan  Sumrall  ft  Beth 
Mr.  James  Reece  Herrington  Sr 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Billy  E.  Stubbs 
Ms.  Carolyn  B.  Lewis 
The  Gowan  Elbe  Family 


Lay 

Maty  Sue  Ethridge.  Mane  • 

Jeeps 

Mra  Unde  Ptehme 
Mra  Cheater  Legg 
Jimmy  ft  Booms  HoBjngsworth 
Mra  Louise  Lofton 
Adult  SSC  II.  Arlington  BC 
Jennifer  Logan 
Mra.  Janice  Findley 
Mr.  Earl  Long 


Steve  Loy 
Stanton  BC 
BiD  Mann 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gerald  Stanford 
Ms.  Bennie  Jean  McCoOom 
Pat  Martin  SSC.  New  Hope  BC 
Sonny  McCrary 
Mra  Pat  E.  Robertson 
Mr.  Maurice  McDaniel 
Mra  Gladys  R  Harvey 
Mra  Lena  McMkhael 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Arthur  D.  Burnett 
M.  L  McNeil 
Bfll  ft  Suzanne  Sumrall 
Mr  .  ft  Mra  Don  Hinton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  R.  Lee.  Sr. 

Mr  Maz  McWhorter 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Curtli  A  Buchanan 
Mr.  Charlie  P.  Mercer  Sr. 

Mm  Haxie  M  Daniels  ft 
Family 

Robert  L  Miller 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Sherman  Miller 

Mra  Ola  Mae  MiDaaps 
PhebaBC 

Prances  Blount  Molpus 
Mrs  Suit  Colbert 
Dr.  Mike  Beall 
Judi  Beall 
Mack  Mooney 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Chuck  Henderson 
Mm.  Mary  Sue  Nagle 


Mr.  ft  Mra  John  B.  Gray.  Jr 
Jack  Self 

Mr  ft  Mm  C.B  Sledge 
Arthur  Shaw 

Ma  Yvonne  Culpepper 
Rnthie  Shiers 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Billy  R.  Hawd 
Reggie  Shoemake 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Arthur  D  Burnett 
Mr.  ft  Mm  HubotT.  Kendrick 
Mra  Anna  Louise  Wolfe  Stmmoos 
Carol  Hebert 
Randy  Hebert 
Amy,  Joe.  Ashley  ft  Kade 
Kunlcei 

Mr.  ft  Mra  Don  Bartlett 
Ma.  Virginia  Green 

Nen  Griffin 
Louis  ft  Patricia  Boyd 
Terry  ft  Juba  Boyd 
day  ft  Stephanie  Griffin 
Brent  ft  Naomi  Daniel 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Elvin  U  Watts,  Jt 
Kaye  Simontou-Tbomas 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Robert  L.  Jooes 


Mra.  Charlotte  Vickers 
Mrs  Dorothy  Pay*  Sianey 
Mm  Mary  Mafooe 
Georgia  Skelton 
Rev.  Jt  Mm.  William  B  Webb 
Sidney  Skepou 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Mslcotm  J  Rattles 
Betty  Carol  Slaughter 
Mr  ft  Mm.  Byron  Kyle 
Ms  Alda  Smith 
Mr  ft  Mm  Wayne  R  Hal) 
Mm.  Map  F  Gamer 
Darwin  Smith 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Warren  Strickland 
Dennia  Smith 
Bradford  Chapel  BC 


Crisis  of  Faith:  When  PrideTurns  to  Greed  •  Ezekiel  28:1-5, 1 1-19 


In  the  garden  of  Eden  the  lie  of  Satan 
was  to  deify  roan  and  to  humanize  God. 
“Did  God  say...?,'  was  the  serpent’s 
•  question  (ESV).  Near  the  Bible’s  con¬ 
clusion  the  identity  of  the  serpent  was 
confirmed,  “And  he  seized  the  dragon, 
that  ancient  serpent,  who  is  the  devil 
and  Satan,  and  hound  him  for  a  thou¬ 
sand  years,’  Revelation  20:2  (ESV).  In 
other  words,  Satan  proposed  to  Adam 
and  Eve  that  God  was  capable  of  lying 
and  had  been  dishonest  with  man.  Sa¬ 
tan  then  tempted  that  humans  could 
I  be  like  God.  He  even  used  the  exact 
phrase,  "You  will  be  like  God,’  Genesis 
3:5  (ESV)-  Adam  and  Eve  bought  it,  and 
we’ve  been  buying  this  lie  ever  since. 

Our  novelists  and  filmmakers  love 
the  theme  of  the  superhuman.  Whether 
,  caused  by  mutations,  Gamma  Rays,  cos¬ 
mic  rays,  or  aliens,  we  imagine  that  any 
of  us  could  be  more  than  human.  Most 
of  that  is  just  fantasy  and  an  escape 
from  reality,  yet  many  believe  that  they 
are  truly  more  powerful  than  reality. 
Ezekiel  delivered  the  word  of  the  Lord 
to  the  Prince  of  Tyre  in  Ezekiel  28:1-2 
’Because  your  heart  is  proud,  and  you 


have  said,  ’I  am  a  god,  I  sit  in  the  seat  of 
the  gods,  in  the  heart  of  the  seas.’yet  you 
are  but  a  man,  and  no  god,  though  you 
make  your  heart  like  the  heart  of  a  god. .  ' 
(ESV).  The  Prince  of  Tyre  believed  that 
he  had  created  his  own  wealth  and  es¬ 
tablished  his  own  kingdom. 

The  Lord  alone,  however,  gives  au¬ 
thority  and  power.  Deuteronomy  8:18 
reads. 

■You  shall 
r  e  m  e  m  - 
ber  the 
Lord  your 
God,  for  it 
is  he  who 
gives  >>u 
power  to 
get  wealth, 
that  he  may 
confirm  his 
covenant  that  he  swore  to  your  fathers, 
as  it  is  this  day,’  (ESV).  The  Urd  asked 
the  Prince  of  Tyre  in  Ezekiel  28  9,  “Will 
you  still  say,  T  am  a  god, 'in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  those  who  kill  you,  though  you 
are  but  a  man,  and  no  god,  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  slay  you?"  (ESV).  Anyone 


who  thinks  he  is  a  god  will  certainly  be 
surprised  when  he  meets  the  one  true 
God.  One  is  not  much  of  a  god  if  he  can- 
noy>revent  his  own  death. 

Though  some  royalty  may  foolishly 
consider  themselves  a  god,  all  of  us  are 
tempted  to  be  prideful  and  to  feel  superi¬ 
or  to  other  people.  God  hates  our  haugh¬ 
ty  eyes,  according  to  Proverbs  6:16. 

He  hates 
when  we 
look  down 
on  others, 
whether 
because 
of  their 
clothing, 
address, 
race,  em¬ 
ployment 
status,  dis¬ 
ability,  income,  or  automobile.  Have 
you  ever  been  stopped  at  a  traffic  light, 
looked  at  the  person  in  the  next  lane 
driving  a  25-year-old  beat  up  car,  and 
felt  superior  to  them?  The  Bible  says 
God  hates  that  in  each  of  us.  Hate  is  a 
strong  word,  meaning  to  detest,  abhor, 


or  reject.  May  I  hate  in  me  what  God 
hates  in  me. 

Isaiah  57:15  reads,  For  thus  says 
the  One  who  is  high  and  lifted  up,  who 
inhabits  eternity,  whose  name  is  Holy: 
‘I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place, and 
also  with  him  who  is  of  a  contrite  and 
lowly  spirit,  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the 
jowly,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the 
contrite,”  (ESV).  God  resists  the  proud 
but  gives  grace  to  the  humble.  We  must 
humble  ourselves  before -Him. 

The  Lord  Jesus  paid  for  our  sin  of 
pride.  The  one  person  on  the  planet 
who  had  the  right  to  look  down  on  us, 
instead  came  down  here  for  us,  to  pay 
for  our  sins  on  the  cross.  In  the  real 
world  people  sin  and  need  forgiveness. 
Jesus  offers  that  now.  Psalm  100:3  in¬ 
structs,  ‘Know  that  the  LORD,  he  is 
God!  It  is  he  who  made  us,  and  we  are 
his;  we  are  his  people,  and  the  sheep  of 
his  pasture,’  (ESV).  He  is  God  ana  we 
are  not.  Once  that  is  settled  everything 
else  will  fall  into  place. 

Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale  Church, 
Brandon. 


God  is  Wise  •  Proverbs  2:1-6;  3:5-7 


In  the  early  1970’s,  Tom  EUiff, 
President  of  the  International  Mission 
Board,  spoke  at  the  European  Baptist 
Convention  held  in  Interlaken,  Swit¬ 
zerland.  As  an  attendee  1  remember 
his  message  and  challenge  regarding 
prayer.  However,  what  I  recall  most  is 
his  comment  regarding  the  use  of  the 
word  ‘always.’  He  stated  there  was  re¬ 
ally  one  time  you  could  use  the  word 
’always’  and  it  is  in  the  following  way: 
God  always  speaks  through  His  Word 

(Rom  11:33)- 

Are  your  decisions  made  through 
searching  the  Scriptures  and  prayer  or 
do  Vou  depend  on  your  own  logic  and 
abilities?  God’s  wisdom  and  the  ’wis¬ 
dom*  of  men  are  not  the  same.  For 
example,  Paul  wrote.  ’For  the  word  of 
the  cross  is  folly  to  those  who  are  per¬ 
ishing,  but  to  us  who  are  being  saved  it 
-  Is  the  power  of  God.  For  it  is  written, 
.-‘I  will  destroy  the  wisdom  of  the  wise, 

1  and  the  discernment  of  the  discerning 
I  wUl  thwart’.  . .  For  the  foolishness  of 
i  God  is  wiser  than  men,  and  the  weak¬ 
ness  of  God  is  stronger  than  men’  (1 
Cor  1:18, 19, 25;  see  also  Rom  12:16b). 

-  What  is  the  definition  of  wisdom? 
Wisdom  is  the  'know  how’,  the  imple- 
■  mentation  of  the  knowledge  of  God’s 
;  truth.  The  truth  of  God's  Word  is  over 
•  any  experience  or  personal  (minion. 
1 3:17  CNASB)  gives  us  a  descrip¬ 


tion  of  wisdom:  ’But  the  wisdom  from 
above  is  first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gen¬ 
tle,  reasonable,  full  of  mercy  and  good 
fruits,  unwavering,  without  hypocrisy." 
It  is  available  to  every  believer,  but  it  is 
our  responsibility  10  seek  after  it  and  to 
ask  for  it  (James  1:5). 

This  is  exactly  why  Proverbs  2:1-6  in¬ 
structs  us  to  value  wisdom  and  pursue 
it  above  everything  else.  When  God  ap¬ 
peared  to  Solomon  and  asked  him  what 
shall  I  give  you,  Solomon  replied  “Give 
me  -  now 
wisdom 
and  knowl¬ 
edge  .  .  .’ 

(1  Chron 
1:7-13). 

Is  it  any 
wonder  he 
would  in¬ 
struct  oth¬ 
ers  to  do 
the  same: 

making  your  ear  attentive,  inclining 
your  heart,  call  out  for  insight,  raise 
your  voice  for  understanding,  seek  it 
like  silver,  and  search  as  for  hidden 
treasures.  And  when  you  do,  the  ben¬ 
efits  to  this  prized  possession  will  be: 
you  will  understand  the  fear  of  the 
LORD  and  find  the  knowledge  of  God 
(vs.  5).  It  is  vital  we  remember  the 
source  of  perfect  wisdom. 


Additionally,  Scripture  tells  us  those 
who  are  in  Christ  have  the  mind  of 
Christ  (1  Cor  2:16).  Wisdom  doesn’t 
come  automatically;  there  should  be  a 
quest  for  wisdom  as  we  study  and  apply 
the  Scriptures  *0  our  lives.  Growth  In 
wisdom  is  a  process,  see  Psalm  119:97- 
98.  We  are  to  get  wisdom  (Prov  4:7). 
How  can  you  get  wisdom?  In  the  book, 
A  Woman  Who  Reflects  the  Heart  of 
Jesus,  Elizabeth  George  offers  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Desire  Wisdom  (Prdo«U3-i4); 

Pray  for 
wisdom 
(Prov  2:3, 
5);  Seelc 
wisdom 
(Prov.  2:4) 
and  Trust 
God’s  wis¬ 
dom  (Prov 

y  sgy  . 

God  is 
all-wise. 

He  knows  what  you  are  thinking  and 
what  is  going  to  happen— E-V-E-R-Y- 
T-H-I-N-G.  His  omniscience  under¬ 
girds  His  wisdom’  (The  Wisdom  of 
God,  bible.org).  Therefore,  since  God  is 
all-wise  and  all-knowing  should  we  not 
trust  Him  completely?  Nestled  in  the 
text  of  Proverbs  3:5-6  are  two  words: 
TRUST  HIM!  This  means  you  do  not 
trust  your  own  understanding  or  the 


opinion  of  others,  especially  when  it 
contradicts  Scripture.  Trusting  Him 
means:  Totally  Relying  Upon  my  Sav¬ 
ior’s  Truth.  When  we  trust  God  s  wis¬ 
dom  we  have  to  be  willing  to  wait  upon 
His  riming  aaad  He  will  make  your  paths 
straight-His  promise. 

Finally,  there  is  a  warning,  ’Be  not 
wise  in  your  own  eyes’  (ys  7)-  This  is 
called  pride.  Instead  we  are  to  hum¬ 
ble  ourselves  before  the  Lord  (James 
4:6. 10).  This  is  our  Father’s  invitation 
and  when  we  do,  we  will  understand 
The  fear  of  the  LORD’— reverence  and 
humble  submission.  Begin  today  to 
study  the  Proverbs,  one  per  day.  Pur¬ 
sue  wisdom,  trust  Him,  gain  a  heart  of 
wisdom,  and  your  decisions  will  dem¬ 
onstrate  wise  behavior. 

Search  the  Scriptures,  pray,  and 
then  sing  this  hymn  prayerfully  .  .  . 
“The  matchless  wisdom  of  His  ways 
that  mark  the  path  of  righteousness, 
His  word  a  lamp  unto  my  feet,  His  Spir¬ 
it  teaching  ana  guiding  me.  And  0  the 
mystery  of  the  Cross,  that  God  should 
suffer  for  the  lost,  so  that  the  fool  might 
shame  the  wise,  and  all  the  glory  might 
go  to  Christ’  (Second  verse  from  The 
Perfect  Wisdom  of  Our  God,  written  by 
Keith  Getty  and  Stuart  Townsend). 

Leathers  Is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Madison. 


GROWTH 

cons,  from  p.  1 

purchased  the  property,  as  is, 
tor  $100,000 

There  were  environmental 
inea  Asbestos  had  to  be  re¬ 
moved  before  anything  could 
be  tom  down,  and  over  50,000 
square  feet  of  building  had  to  be 
tom  down  before  any  new  work 
could  begin. 


’Banks  didn't  warn  to  touch 
that  property,  because  they  knew 
what  was  in  there,’  Tucker  said, 
but  when  the  church  paid  to  have 
the  asbestos  removed,  Roberts 
deleted  the  coat  of  removal  60m 
the  totr!  purchase  price. 

*We  tore  down  what  we  need¬ 
ed  to  tear  down,  salvaged  about 
46,000  brickx,  and  sold  those  to 
oneperson,*  the  pastor  said 
Tne  church  begin  construe- 
boo  in  February  of  this  year. 


starring  with  leak  repairs  on  foe 
roof.  JMany  people  thought  I 
wes  just  westing  rooosy,’  Tucker 
said,  “but  it’s  turned  out’ 

The  building  has  been  gutted, 
interior  walk  have  been  erected, 
and  other  improvements  are  in 
proceaa  When  complete,  the 
sanctuary  will  seat  over  500,  with 
21  classrooms  and  an  adminis¬ 
trative  suite. 

’Several  churchee  from  foe  ae- 
aodabon  came  and  basically  did 


all  the  framing  for  us,’  Tudter 
said.  It  was  Iro  by  Brother  Billy 
Marians  from  Ineomar  Church 
Other  piston  •nachurche*  from 
the  amodation  showed  up  to 
help,  too.’  _  . 

Churches  helping  with  the 
work  included  Ingomar,  Hermo- 

and  stuck  with  R,  Tucker  sud. 
■.ricking  with  It  dgy  and  night, 
using  folk*  from  our  church,  too 


It  was  a  greet  fellowship  at  well 
as  a  working  relationship.  It  was 
a  blessing  to  our  church,  and 
saved  us  some  money.’ 

The  target  date  for  dedica¬ 
tion  of  foe  new  fadbty  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  Sunday  in  August,  which  it 
foe  eleventh  anniversary  of  foe 
church’s  start  "We  hope  well 
be  in  a  week  prior,  so  we  can  get 
used  to  working  everything  We 
don't  want  to  oe  just  going  in 
when  aD  the  compan  /  gets  here.* 
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Hopeful  Faith  :  Hope  of  New 

safem  was  ransacked  an  &  des 
Many  Jews  were  taken  caDtive 

ylon  Yet  God  proclaimedPthroi 
prophet  Ezekiel  that  He  would  r__ 

Israel  someday.  Though  they  wi 

&V\the2  w5uld  one  day  befree 
Two-hundred  and  thirty-eight  ve, 

ay>  this  past  week  our  forefaX 

cjared  then-  independence,  ~ 
ciate  our  independence,  wc  mu< 

?,os,t  ,ThJ?  thirteen  col, 


Freedom  •  Ezekiel  34:2-6,  1 1 

irif J2S2.  *!*  He  freed  would  be  free  in- 

8  ?6  »CSB)  Jesus  paid 
the  highest  pnce  for  your  indeoen- 
dence-  Himself  (Acts  20:28  HCsS)  1 
Corinthians  6:20  reads,  “For  you  were 
bought  at  a  price;  therefore  glorify 
Godin  your  body,’  (HCSB)  8  y 
Jesus  did  not  die  on  the  cross  to 
P*y  t?t  y°ur  independence  so  that  you 
may  become  dependent  again.  God’s 
desire  for  you  is  freedom,  so  that  you 
may  serve 
Him.  Par¬ 
adoxical, 
yes;  but 
freedom 
for  us  only 
comes 
from  serv¬ 
ing  the 
Lord. 
Psalm 
J00:3  re- 


X  rlf  re,i*5t* .  and  self-s 

luehHU  iSfT**  dfclared  that  she 
restore  ^dependent  upon  Great 
restore  military  protection,  laws,  c 
were  Our  nation’s  indepen, 

..  tens  of  thousands  of  live 
it  years  hons  of  dollars  in  the  Re, 
jers  de-  War.  Independence  is  alw 
wetr  Independence  is  the  oppo 
we  must  re-  pen  dence. 

lonies  If  you  are  - - — — 

,and,  indepen- 
Ji  taxes,  they  dent,  then 
July  4, 1776,  you  do  not 
Congress  ap-  depend  on  M 

:c.;nng  their  anyone  or 

Great  Britain.  anything. 
was^  written  by  John  Have  you 
m — -  — unaa  declared 
Livingston,  and  your  inde- 
pendence? 

piat  means  you  are  no  longer  depen- 
dent  on  parents,  relatives,  or  friends, 

Int  and  IMet”?Mned,  self-reli- 

ant,  and  self-accountable 

Z°“  di£Ddent  °n  alcohol, 


,  , - ~  Will  lose  II,  DUI 

whoever  loses  his  life  because  of  Me 
will  save  it,’  (HCSB).  God  made  us  to 

weTreHi‘mHWe  Ca"  °nIy  be  free  When 
service.  We  possess  po¬ 
litical  freedom,  but  life,  liberty,  and 

fmmPi‘rSUIl  T°fi.  hapPiness  only  come 
from  Jesus  (John  14:6,  Isaiah  61:1  and 

1°  ^ self-determined, 
Mtf-reliant,  and  self-accountable,  we 
must  deny  ourselves,  let  Christ  deter- 
™‘ne°ur  rejy  solely  on  Christ, 
and  be  accountable  to  Christ  Jesus. 


thou  h>thr0l,e^  by  Great  Britain>  — 
had  no  political  vo*ice.  Sn?^***’  ***' 
the  Second  Continental  Cun* 
proved  a  resolution  declani 
independence  from  ~ 

Tne  resolution  was  written  by  J 
Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  llioi 
Jefferson,  Robert  R.  "  ’  ’ 

Roger  Sherman. 

That  resolution  w„  „UI  uecarg, 
tion  of  Independence.  Its  second  sen- 
■W#eh!d?tKUp  ,tS  m*aning  and  value, 

isi'Ss.'sasa'iis.Erst; 

^dependence  meant  that  our 
ancestors  were  no  longer  dependent 


Explore  tft 

with  Rick 


Ji*  oath  is  actually  two  parts.  First 

Acre  is the  promise  of  Abraham 'c - - 

descendants,  a  nation.  Second,  is  the 

SSftoS  Vs, CJmmenta^^Ta^ed^, 

Jhe  Certainty  of  God’s  Promise  is  the 
sub-title  in  the  ESV  Bible  for  the  pas¬ 
sage  found  in  Hebrews  6:13-20.  Three 

times  the  word - '  ... 

section. 

‘With  ■ 


First,  to  us,  and  actually  confirmed  his  Drom- 
smany  «wrth  oath?  let  u.  a.  th?  K 
f*aUy  encouraged"  (Hebrews 
Commentary,  www.raystedman.org). 

Our  great  encouragement  is  realized 
•  ,abe  bold  of  the  hope  which 

is  set  before  us.  This  hope  is  found  in 
Jesus  Christ  who  is  the  fulfillment  of 
Gods  promise  (Gen  3:15).  Only  the 

«— « ftx'ss 


prom-  The  anchor  was  a  metaphor  for  stab 
and  it  was  unmovable.  The  anchor 
hoS*  !“  rteady  in  the  m 
of  the  storm.  He  is  the  one  who  bri 
us  comfort,  sustains  us  through  tr 

and  temptations,  and  -  wm 

to  endure  until  the  en< 


p  -  supreme 

t^wrt.  The  first  one  is  a  Constitutional 

Oath  and  the  most  familiar.  *1, _ do 

solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will 
support  and  defend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  against  all  enemies 
foreign  and  domestic;  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  same; 
that  I  take  this  obligation  freely,  with¬ 
out  any  mental  reservation  or  purpose 
of  evasion;  and  that  I  will  faithKlfy 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  on 
™ *■  lam  about  to  enter.  So  help  me 
God.  The  second  oath  is  the  Judicial 
Oath  which  is  found  in  the  Judiciary 
Act  of  1789.  Then  there  are  occasions 
when  a  combined  version  is  used  Why 
are  oaths  given?  The  answer  is:  ‘Men 
ry??r..to  one  Plater  than  them- 


us  strength 

Additionally,  as  we  see  in  Hebrews 
10:19-23,  we  are  to  have  an  unwaver- 
•  ~  -  t  confidence  because  of  God’s  faith- 

d£d  pit!!*  uU  18  m  I?IS  Provision  through 

I  died  on  the  Chnst  that  we  have  confidence,  an 
*he  unwavering  ability  to  be  confident, 
veu  was  and  wc  have  a  great  high  priest  Then 
npped  m  notice  the  phrases,  “Let  us  draw  near 
r*.*  tnie  heart  in  full  assurance  of 
faith  and  ‘let  us  hold  fast  the  con- 
fe88'?n  of  °“r  hoPe"  indicating  it  is  a 
acre,,  ££  privilege  and  a  choice  God  never  fal- 

“Heb  yT-1^?  Thy.ow2,dear  Presence  to  cheer 

ie  High? Priest  K^,dit0i.gU'dc'  Stren«*  'oday  and 
'  ,  bnght  hope  for  tomorrow-Blessings  all 

SS?  ^"r^lhthen  thousand  beshTtC 
H  “  Tby, faithfulness,  Lord,  unto  me'” 
holire^enCe  iSreat  “  %  Faithfulness,  written  by 
eb  .o  i^rUH^  Thomas0  ^iaholm,third'stanza)  ' 

m.  1:1;  1  Peter  Leathers  is  a  member  of  First 
n  of  the  soul.  Church,  Madison.  1  ^  ' 


ira  Leathers 


HOMOSEXUAL  mosexual,  and  said  his  own 

coat,  from  p.t  “ange  of  mind  led  to  the 

most  meaningful  moment"  he 
by  immersing  himself  in  ’ho-  has  ever  had  with  his  son. 
moerotic  literature.”  He  also  H?art  members 

«*i~i  ib.,  I,,,  »„  „  bo.  “,arT,r,csr£ 
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Just  for  the  Record 


NORTH  MORTON  CHURCH.  SCOTT  ASSOCIATION, 

ordained  Brian  Maseey  and  Jessie  Prestige  to  the  gospel 
ministry.  Shown  are  Massey,  pastor  Gary  Wyatt,  and  Pestige. 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  SOOUE  CHITTO,  sent  nine  GA's  to 

Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center.  Kristi  Watts,  leaden 
Hal  Hatten,  pastor. 


BUNKER  HILL  CHURCH.  COLUMBIA,  held  a  baby  dedication  Father's  Day.  Shown,  from 
left,  are  Jeremiah  Christopher  Walden, Toby  Dale  Martin,  Jack  Anthony  Mores.  Harper  Laine 
Welch,  Merritt  Francilte  Wilks,  and  Wifi  Darcy  Jordan. 


In  other  Church 

IK  '  .  £$ 

mV 

News: 

A  ^ 

^  A 

►  Enon  Church,  Grena¬ 
da,  is  having  a  gospel  sing- 
1  ing  June  28,  6  p.m.,  featur¬ 
ing  Unveiled. 

r  v 

>  Escatawpa  Church, 

Escatawpa,  is  hosting  The  | 

Hoppers  in  concert  June 
\  28,  6  p.m.  Doors  open  at  1 

5  p.m.  Tickets.  $12  in  ad-  m 

.H  vance;  $15  at  the  door.  For  S 

information,  call  (228)  B 

■  475-2938  ■ 

/ 

1 

.  ■( 

! 

►  SNssn  Church,  West 

Point,  is  hosting  Southern 
Flair  in  concert  June  29, 
5:30  p.m. 


>  Crane  Creek  Church, 
Hancock  County,  is  host¬ 
ing  its  annual  4th  of  July 
celebration  at  the  Necaise 
Crossing  Ball  Park,  inter¬ 
section  of  Hwy.  603  and 
Hwy,  53.  Fireworks,  The 
Culpeppers,  Daves  High¬ 
way,  Dustie  Dunn,  and 
David  A.R.  White.  Conces¬ 
sions  Free. 


STEELB  CHURCH,  SCOT  T  ASSOCIATION,  recently  held 
a  baby  dedication.  Shown  r-ra  Joseph,  text,  and  Marcleray 
Freerry  and  former  pastor  haggle  Williams. 


►  Sallis  Church.  Sal- 

,  ,  Ha,  is  boating  a  5th  Sun- 

CW"  ^Iros  ds^o.  John9: 

Chkfc  Bourne  for  30  yeera  of  service  and  Gary  Arthur  for  31  years  ,0n  Family  Finger  foods 
of  service.  Shown  are  Bourne,  pastorTodd  Sumrail,  and  Arthur.  Love  offering. 


PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH.  COLUMBUS,  honored 
Claudine  Lewark  for  her  32  years  of  service  as  pianist.  Shown 
are  Lewark,  Wylie  Dilmore,  and  pastor  Bill  Hurt. 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  VICKSBURG,  made  a  summer  trip  to  Lewis  Smith  Lake,  Artey,  Ala., 
where  they  studied  David  Platt's  Secret  Church:  The  Body  of  Christ. 


HIGH  HILL  CHURCH.  NESHOBA  COUNTY,  recognized 
graduating  aenior  Whitney  Billings  with  a  Bible  May  25. 


